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Full name Geoffrey Keith Pullum
Permanent position Professor of General Linguistics

University of Edinburgh
Office address 14 Buccleuch Place

Edinburgh EH8 9LN
Scotland, U.K.

Office phone [+44] (0)131 650-3603; fax [+44] (0)131 650-6883
Home address 5 Howe Street, Flat 2F1, Edinburgh EH3 6TE, Scotland, U.K.

Home phone [+44] (0)131 556-5457
Birth Irvine, Scotland, U.K., March 8, 1945

Citizenship British subject; United States citizen
Marital status married to Barbara C. Scholz

Educational qualifications

B.A. degree in Language (First Class Honours), Department of Language University of York.
Ph.D. degree in General Linguistics, University of London.

Academic positions

Current:

Professor of General Linguistics in the School of Philosophy, Psychology, and Language Sciences, The
University of Edinburgh.

Previous (reverse chronological order):

University of California, Santa Cruz: tenured faculty member and Fellow of Cowell College, July 1981 –
June 2007. (Professor of Linguistics July 1983 – June 2007; Dean of Graduate Studies and Research
1987 – 1993; Distinguished Professor of Humanities 2004-2007.)
Visiting Associate Professor of Linguistics, Stanford University, Stanford, California, March to June,
1981.
College Visiting Professor, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Washington, Seattle, September
1980 – March 1981.
Lecturer in Linguistics, Department of Phonetics and Linguistics, University College London (University
of London), October 1974 – September 1982. (On leave 1980 – 1982.)
Teaching Fellow, Department of Language, University of York, 1972 – 1973.
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Administrative experience

Dean of Graduate Studies and Research, University of California, Santa Cruz, 1987 – 1993.
Director of the Arts, University of California, Santa Cruz, 1987 – 1988.

Teaching

Courses regularly taught: English grammar; mathematical foundations for linguistics; the Unix operating
system; model-theoretic syntax philosophy of linguistics.

Summer-school courses taught at the 1974, 1987, and 1993 Linguistic Institutes of the Linguistic Society
of America, and the 2003 and 2007 European Summer Schools in Logic, Language and Information
(ESSLLI).

Doctoral supervision: major adviser of Desmond C. Derbyshire (University of London, 1979) and Christo-
pher Potts (UCSC, 2003); research mentor to Chris Barker (see Barker & Pullum 1990), Rachel Walker
(see Walker & Pullum 1999); external Ph.D. examiner for Yong-Bum Kim (University of Victoria), Philip
Miller (Rijksuniversiteit Utrecht), and Ping Xue (University of Victoria); Ph.D. committee member for
Ted Fernald, Christine Gunlogson, Michael Johnston, Peter Svenonius.

Honors and awards

Fellowship at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, California, 1990–1991.
Elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, May 2003.
Leonard Bloomfield Book Award for 2001 – 2003 (for Huddleston & Pullum, The Cambridge Grammar
of the English Language) from the Linguistic Society of America, January 2004.
Appointed Distinguished Professor of Humanities, UC Santa Cruz, April 2004.
Constance E. Smith Fellow, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University, 2005–2006.
Faculty Research Lecturer for 2006–2007, UC Santa Cruz.
Elected a Fellow of the British Academy, July 2009.

Editorial Service:

Consulting Editorships and Editorial Board memberships: Computational Linguistics, Grammars, Jour-
nal of Amazonian Linguistics, Language, Linguistic Analysis, Linguistics.

Affiliations

Life Member of the Linguistic Society of America (member since 1974), the International Phonetic
Association (member since 1986), the American Philosophical Association (member since 1992), and the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences (elected 2003).

Select publications list

[List omits nearly all bibliographical works, book reviews, conference papers, critical notes, edited

books, encyclopedia articles, magazine and newspaper articles, humorous and popular works, radio

talks, survey articles, technical reports, translated reprints, and working papers.]

Pullum, Geoffrey & Deirdre Wilson (1977) Autonomous syntax and the analysis of auxiliaries. Language
53, 741–788.

Postal, Paul M. & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1978) Traces and the description of English complementizer
contraction. Linguistic Inquiry 9, 1–29.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. (1979) Rule Interaction and the Organization of a Grammar. New York: Garland.
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Pullum, Geoffrey K. (1980) Syntactic relations and linguistic universals. Transactions of the Philological
Society 1980, 1–39. Basil Blackwell, Oxford.

Gazdar, Gerald & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1981) Subcategorization, constituent order, and the notion ‘head’.
In Michael Moortgat, Harry van der Hulst, and Teun Hoekstra (eds.), The Scope of Lexical Rules,
107–123. Dordrecht, Holland: Foris.

Derbyshire, Desmond C. & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1981) Object initial languages. International Journal
of American Linguistics 47, 192–214.

Gazdar, Gerald, Geoffrey K. Pullum, & Ivan A. Sag (1982) Auxiliaries and related phenomena in a
restrictive theory of grammar. Language 58, 591–638.

Postal, Paul M. & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1982) The contraction debate. Linguistic Inquiry 13, 122–138.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. & Gerald Gazdar (1982) Natural languages and context-free languages. Linguistics
and Philosophy 4, 471–504.

Zwicky, Arnold M. & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1983) Cliticization versus inflection: English n’t. Language
59, 502–513.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. (1983) How many possible human languages are there? Linguistic Inquiry 14,
447–467.

Zwicky, Arnold M. & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1983) Phonology in syntax: the Somali optional agreement
rule. Natural Language & Linguistic Theory 1, 385–402.

Gazdar, Gerald, Ewan Klein, Geoffrey K. Pullum, and Ivan A. Sag (1985) Generalized Phrase Structure
Grammar. Basil Blackwell, Oxford; Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. & William A. Ladusaw (1986) Phonetic Symbol Guide. Chicago, Illinois: University
of Chicago Press Second edition, 1996; Japanese edition 2004.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. & Arnold M. Zwicky (1986) Phonological resolution of syntactic feature conflict.
Language 62, 751–773.

Derbyshire, Desmond C. & Geoffrey K. Pullum, eds. (1986–1998) Handbook of Amazonian Languages.
Mouton de Gruyter, Berlin. (Vol. 1, 1986; Vol. 2, 1990; Vol. 3, 1991; Vol. 4, 1998.)

Pullum, Geoffrey K. & Arnold M. Zwicky (1988) The syntax-phonology interface. In Linguistics: The
Cambridge Survey; Volume I, Linguistic Theory: Foundations, ed., Frederick J. Newmeyer, 255–280.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Gazdar, Gerald; Geoffrey Pullum; Robert Carpenter; Ewan Klein; Thomas Hukari; & Robert Levine
(1988) Category structures. Computational Linguistics 14, 1–19.

Postal, Paul M. & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1988) Expletive noun phrases in subcategorized positions. Lin-
guistic Inquiry 19, 635–670.

Barker, Chris & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1990) A theory of command relations. Linguistics and Philosophy
13, 1–34.

Kornai, András & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1990) The X-bar theory of phrase structure. Language 66, 24–50.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. (1991) The Great Eskimo Vocabulary Hoax. Chicago, Illinois: University of Chicago
Press.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. (1991) English nominal gerund phrases as noun phrases with verb phrase heads.
Linguistics 29, 763–799.
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Pullum, Geoffrey K. (1997) Language that dare not speak its name. (Commentary.) Nature 386, 27
March 1997, 321–322.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. (1997) The morpholexical nature of English to-contraction. Language 73, 79–102.

Miller, Philip, Geoffrey K. Pullum, & Arnold M. Zwicky (1997) The Principle of Phonology-Free Syntax:
four apparent counterexamples in French. Journal of Linguistics 33, 67–90.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. (1999) African American Vernacular English is not Standard English with mistakes.
In The Workings of Language: From Prescriptions to Perspectives, ed., Rebecca S. Wheeler, 39–58.
Westport, Connecticut, and London: Praeger.

Walker, Rachel & Geoffrey K. Pullum (1999) Possible and impossible segments. Language 75, 764–780.
1999.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. & Barbara C. Scholz (2001) On the distinction between model-theoretic and
generative-enumerative syntactic frameworks. In Logical Aspects of Computational Linguistics: 4th
International Conference ed., Philippe de Groote, Glyn Morrill, and Christian Retoré, 17–43. Berlin:
Springer Verlag.

Huddleston, Rodney & Geoffrey K. Pullum et al. (2002) The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language. Cambridge University Press.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. & Barbara C. Scholz (2002) Empirical assessment of stimulus poverty arguments.
The Linguistic Review 19, 9–50.

Scholz, Barbara C. & Geoffrey K. Pullum (2002) Searching for arguments to support linguistic nativism.
The Linguistic Review 19, 185–224.

Potts, Chris & Geoffrey K. Pullum (2002) Model theory and the content of OT constraints. Phonology
19, 361-393.

Huddleston, Rodney & Geoffrey K. Pullum (2005) A Student’s Introduction to English Grammar. Cam-
bridge University Press.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. & Barbara C. Scholz (2005) Contrasting applications of logic in natural language syn-
tactic description. In Petr Hajek, Luis Valdes-Villanueva, & Dag Westerstahl (eds.), Logic, Method-
ology and Philosophy of Science 2003: Proceedings of the 12th International Congress, 475–496.
London: KCL Publications.

Liberman, Mark Y. & Geoffrey K. Pullum (2006) Far from the Madding Gerund. Wilsonville, Oregon:
William, James & Co.

Scholz, Barbara C. & Geoffrey K. Pullum (2006) Irrational nativist exuberance. Robert J. Stainton
(ed.), Contemporary Debates in Cognitive Science, 59–80. Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

Huddleston, Rodney and Geoffrey K. Pullum (2006) Coordination and subordination. In The Handbook
of English Linguistics, ed. by Bas Aarts, 198–219. Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. (2007) Ungrammaticality, rarity, and corpus use. Corpus Linguistics and Linguistic
Theory 3, 33–47.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. & Kyle Rawlins (2007) Argument or no argument? Linguistics and Philosophy 30,
277–287.

Payne, John; Rodney Huddleston; and Geoffrey K. Pullum (2007) Fusion of functions: The syntax of
once, twice, and thrice. Journal of Linguistics 43, 565–603.

Scholz, Barbara C. and Geoffrey K. Pullum (2007) Tracking the origins of transformational generative
grammar. Journal of Linguistics 43, 701–723.

Pullum, Geoffrey K. & Barbara C. Scholz (2007) Systematicity and natural language syntax. Croatian
Journal of Philosophy 7, 375–402.
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